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United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertificat¡on

Date: 2l November 201 1

Ref.: RCF/I82
cc: HM/RZlsl - rbc, mnd, ggl

Dear Mr. Torres Rojo,

Ref: Agreement regarding the XIV Regional meeting for Latin American and the
Caribbean (LAC) country Parties

Thank you for your letter of 1 7 August 201 I transmitting the above mentioned
agreement for the countersignature ofthe Executive Secretary which we received from Mr.
José Armando at the recently concluded regional meeting.

In this regard, I wish to take this opportunity to express through you, our sincere
gratitude to the govemment and people of Mexico for having collaborated with the UNCCD
Secretariat in hosting these events. Your support and leadership contributed to the success of
the action programme alignment workshops for South American and Caribbean countries,

and the Regional Meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean country Parties preparatory to
coPl0.

Please find enclosed herewith an original copy ofthe countersigned agteement for
your records.

I look forward to our continued collaboration towards the implementation of the

UNCCD.

Sincerely
E.00t

Luc Gnacadja
Executive Secretary

Mr. Juan Manuel Torres Rojo
Director General
Comisión Nacional F orestal - CONAFOR
Periferico Poniente no' 5360 5'. Piso
Col. San Juan de Ocotán
Zapopan - Jalisco
f¿¡; + 52 133 31 10 08 20

Cc: José Armando Alanís de la Rosa
j alanis@conafor. gob.mx
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AGREEMENT

REGARDING

THE XIV REGIONAL MEETING FOR THE LATIN AMERICAN AND THE

CARIBBEAN COUNTRY PARTIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS COIWENTION

TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION

The present Agreement, referred to as "the Agreement" is concluded between:

The Government of the United Mexican States represented by the National Forestry

Commission, herein referred to as "CONAFOR", with its principal office at Periférico
Poniente 5360, Col. San Juan de Ocotrín, Zapopan, Jalisco, C.P. 45019

and

The Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, herein

refened to as "the Secretariat", with its principal office in Herman¡-Ehiers-Strasse 10,

53 I l3 Bonn, Germany.

NOW THEREFORE, "CONAFOR" and "the Secretariat", herein referred to as "the

Pa¡ties", have agreed as follows:

Mandate and pumose of "the Meeting"

l. To organize and successfully carry out the XIV Latin America and the Caribbean

Regional Meeting (herein refened to as "the Meeting"), as preparatory to the

tenth session of the Conference of Parties of the LTNCCD.

2. "The Secretariat" shall, in collaboration with "CONAFOR", facilitate the

organization of the Meeting", with the aim of ensuring its timely and successful

reálization. "The Meeting" in preparation of the COP l0 session shall be held

over four days from 05 to 7 September 201 1.

3. Participants will include National Focal Points from the Latin America and Lhe

Caribbean region, the Scientific Correspondents, representatives of
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and other intemational organizations'
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Ar¡angements for the oreanization of "the Meetins"

4. "The Meeting" will be organized by "the Secretariat" in collaboration with
..CONAFOR".

5. Coordination with "the Secretariat" shall be done through the Regional
Coordinating Unit for Latin America and the Caribbean region, based in Mexico
City, Mexico.

Oblieations of "CONAFOR"

6. "CONAFOR" shall provide the necessary funds to cover all the local costs related
to the organization of "the Meeting" and also be responsible for the general
coordination of the logistics of "the Meeting", which will comprise, inter alia, the
followinss:

b.

c.

A conference room with facilities for simultaneous interpretation in
English and Spanish, with dimensions in accordance with the United
Nations standard practice for meeting of this nature. The conference room
should have enough capacity for 70 (seventy) persons during the days of
the event, and have sitting facilities of a U-shape setting and a podium.

One office equipped with 3 computers with Internet, telephone, intemet
con¡ection and photocopiers for the technical team of "the Secretariat".

One office equipped with 6 computers with Intemet connection for the
participants to the meeting.

One representative of "CONAFOR" will act as Focal Point for the
organization ofthe event. The name of this Focal Point shall be submitted
to "the Secretariat" in time for the Meeting's arrangements.

One bilingual secretary (English and Spanish) available throughout the
event to support the technical team of "the Secretariat" in üe digitization
of documents, administrative matters and assistance to participants, etc.

Provision of professional simultaneous interpretation English/Spanish for
the participants during "the Meeting".

Preparation of an information note for participants containing information
on the country and hotels with preferential rates.

d.



Ohlieations of "üe Secretariat

7. "The Secretariat" shall be responsible fo¡ the administration and general
management of "the Meeting", which will comprise, inter alia, the followings:

a. Providing air tickets (round trip) and the payment of the corresponding
daily subsistence allowance (DSA) for the National Focal Points and the
Scientific Conespondents of the Latin America and the Caribbean region
in accordance with the Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and
those of the Conference of the Parties of the IJNCCD

b. Issuing a note verbale for participants to request visa, where required.

c. Sending invitation to the Meeting's participants.

d. Preparing the relevant documents to be presented and discussed during
"the Meeting" and dissemination of the final documents prepared for the
Meeting.

e. Coordinating with "CONAFOR", through the Regional Coordinating Unit
for Latin America and the Caribbean region, for the general coordination
of the logistics of "the Meeting".

Securitv measures

8. "CONAFOR" shall fumish such security measures as may be required to ensure

the effective functioning of"the Meeting" free from interference ofany kind.

Liabiliw

9. "CONAFOR" shall indemnify and hold harmless "the Secretariat", the United
Nations and their officials in respect of any action, claim or other demand in
respect relating to the proper functioning of "the Meeting".

Privileges and Immunities

10. The Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, adopted by

the general Assembly on 13 February 1946, to which Mexico is Party shall apply'

mutatis mutandis to "the Meeting".

ll.without prejudice to the provisions of the convention on the Privileges and

Immunities of the United Nations, all participants and person performing

functions in connection with "the Meeting" shall enjoy such privileges and

immunities, facilities and courtesies as are necessary for the independent exercise

of their functions in connection with the Meeting.



12. Nothing in or relating to the Agreement shall be deemed a waiver, express or
implied, of any of the privileges and immunities of "the Sec¡etariat',, the United
Nations, including their subsidiary organs.

Amendment

13. The Agreement may be amended by the written request of either Party and as
agreed by mutual written consent between the Parties.

Settlement of disputes

14. Any dispute between "the Secretariat" and "CONAFOR" conceming the
interpretation or the appiication of "the Agreement" shall be settled amicably
through consultation or negotiation between "the Parties". If the dispute is not
settled by negotiation or any other agreed mode of settlement, it shall be refened
at the request of either Party for a final decision to an arbitrator, appointed by
common agreement by the Parties and in conformity with the rules of the United
Nations Commission on Intemational Trade Law (UNCITRAL).

Entry into force

12. The Agreement shall enter into force on the date ofits signature by both Parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, duly authorized representatives sign the Agreement in two
originals in English.

For the Secretariat ofthe United
Nations Convention to Combat

Desertification

Place and date

Zapopan, Jalisco, México

August l7th, 201 1

Place and date

For CONAFOR

Luc Gnacadja


